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An first he played da notes o noy,
An dan he played da notes o joy.

An dan he played da god gabber reel,

Dat meicht ha made a sick hert hale.

‘Noo tell to us what ye will hae:

What sall we gie you for your play?
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The first stroke on his gold harp he gave
The foul ugly Neck sat and laughed on the

wave.

The second time the gold harp he swept,
The foul ugly Neck on the wave sat and wept.

The third stroke on the gold harp rang,

Little Kerstin reached up her snow-white arm.

He played the bark from off the high trees;
He played Little Kerstin back on his knees.

And the Neck he out of the waves came there,

And a proud maiden on each arm he bare.
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You who bring sleep to eyes long sleepless, ...
You who heal every wounded warrior, ...
Familiar guide over the dark-blue water, ...
The one darling of sages, ...
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When its strings were plucked

It was like the brine-soaked plants
Growing on underwater rocks

In the Yura Channel.

Saya-saya, saya-saya,

Swishing slowly, refreshingly, they sway.
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(Taliesin, Cat Godeu, Welsh, C6th)

I have been in many shapes

Before I assumed a constant form:

I have been a narrow sword,

A raindrop in the air,

I have been the dimmest of stars,

A letter among words in the Book of Origins. ...
I have been an eagle,

A coracle on the sea, ...

A shield in battle,

A string in a harp.
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The Dragon God of these hills
To send down the snow,
Whereof a few fragments, by chance,
Were sprinkled over your home.
(Lady Fujiwara, C7th)
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That we may meet once more
I lift up my words
Over and over again,
As the waves roll over
A hundred times, a thousand times,
My kotodama:
“Fare thee welll”
(Kakinomoto Hitomaro, C7th)
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high inside myself
I watch the rain approaching
from a far country
(Thomas A. Clark, Scotland)
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Plunging into
the Bay of Mirrors ...
the setting sun of me
(Kouichi Mori)

L’agonie du soleil
de part en part
le vol d’un courlis

(Alain Kervain, Bretagne)

KR QHIE
R
BTN F AN QR
(NN R HAaX N2a—1d)

WXL BORVY RIWRE
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My old father
suddenly
like a bird looking up at the sky
(Nana Naruto)

sharpening this night of stars distant dogs
(Stuart Quine, England)
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There is stone in me that knows stone,
Substance of rock that remembers the unending
unending
Simplicity of rest
While scorching suns and ice ages
Pass over rock-face swiftly as days.

(Kathleen Raine, England)
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—  Mircea Eliade, Shamanism: Archaic Techniques of Ecstasy,
Princeton Univ. Press, 1964.

™ Eng. excerpted from Kenneth Hurlstone Jackson trans., 4
Celtic Miscellany, Penguin Classics, 1971, p.197.

o W.B. Yeats, in “The Song of Wandering Aengus’, from The
Wind Among the Reeds, 1899.
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10 English excerpted and slightly adapted from that of John
Matthews, Taliesin: Shamanism & the Bardic Mysteries in
Britain & Ireland, Harper Collins, 1991.
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o Paper delivered at the Pacific Rim Haiku Conference,
Terrigal, Australia, 2008.
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